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About the cover 

Still Life with Basket of Fruit, 1830-50
Oil on canvas. Probably painted in new England

From a Folk art exhibit at the nelson-atkins Museum in 
Kansas City. This is what was written about the painting: 

Still life painting was embraced by both highly trained and folk 
artists in America during the mid-1800s. In this period, still 
lifes were considered appropriate for decorating dining rooms. 
This arrangement of a wide array of ripe fruit would have 
appealed to the senses. Even now, it might stimulate the sense 
of sight as well as smell, touch, and taste. Additionally, the 
overflowing basket suggest bounty and prosperity. Both of these 
qualities reflect popular notions about the United States during 
the time this still life was painted.

From the mountains, to the prairies ,

To the oceans, white with foam

God bless america, My home sweet home.

Sherry Jones is a retired 
preschool director who volun-
teers for children’s ministries at 
her church. at home in Sierra 
Madre, Ca she enjoys garden-
ing, cooking, writing, walking, 
and entertaining family and 
friends.
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Smidgens

findinG God in the  
Lord of the rinGS. 
This book is written so that it 
can be read as daily devotions. 
Kurt Bruner and Jim Ware 
illuminate some of the deeper 
lessons learned from J.r. 
Tolken’s Lord of the Rings 
books.

Fear not.

Queen heLene® 
Mint JuLep MaSQue. 
Love love this mint facial 
masque from Queen helene. 
The company was founded 
in new York in 1930 and can 
be purchased at Walmart, 
Walgreens, Family Dollar, and 
Dollar general. The best part 
is that it comes in a very large 
tube and is only $3.00!
www.queenhelene.com

craft proJect—  
firecracker canS. 
Pringles® cans are good for 
a lot of things so i decided 
to make some firecracker 
decorations out of them. i 
used patriotic scrapbook 
papers from hobby Lobby to 
roll around the empty cans. 
Punch a hole through the lids 
and stick parachute twine 
through the holes for the 
fuses. if used outside, you can 
put a rock inside the cans to 
keep them from blowing over.

photo cookieS. 
i recently had photo exhibit 
at Fellowship Bible Church in 
rogers and my friend Laure 
made these amazing cookies 
with some of my photos on 
them. They were a hit!



What do you do on Sundays? 
Spend time with family? attend a worship 
service? Watch football? Take a nap?

i remember the time when we didn't have a lot 
of choice as to what we did on Sundays. Stores 
were closed. Even most service stations. Blue 
laws prohibited the sale of certain items on 
Sunday so most stores closed. instead of going 
and going and going, we took a break from our 
weekly routine. 

i remember that we sometimes had to hustle on 
Saturday to get gas in the car and other errands 
completed knowing they could not be done on 
Sunday.

My family generally worshiped in the morning 
and came home for a big Sunday dinner and 
then relaxed the remainder of the day. Well, 
sometimes, my mom had to grade school 
papers! about once a month, we drove to my 
grandparents farm about an hour away and had 
lunch with them. Our church service and 
Sunday school was from 9:00 am to 11:00 am so 
we had plenty of time to make the drive in time 
for lunch. Other Sundays we might drive to visit 
other relatives or they came to visit us. Sundays 
were spent with family. 

We sat on the porch or in the living room and 
talked. homemade ice cream might be a treat 
for the afternoon.

Do you remember the Mayberry RFD episode 
when a businessman's car broke down in 

Mayberry and he was frustrated because the car 
couldn't be repaired because Wally's garage was 
closed on Sunday. he was beyond upset because 
the town characters did not move fast enough 
for him to meet his agenda. By the end of the 
show, he understood that taking a day off was 
not such a bad idea.

i admire corporations such as hobby Lobby and 
Chick-Fil-a who choose to close on Sundays 
and allow their employees to rest from their 
labors. This practice has certainly not hurt their 
profits. Yes, there are Sundays i wish they were 
open so i could run by after church but then i'm 
glad they aren't.

My Sundays are quiet and a day to re-set for the 
week. i attend church early and then hit the bed 
for a big nap. The remainder of the day is spent 
in preparing for the coming week whether pre-
preparing some meals or getting clothes ready 
for work. i don't live near family so, as a single 
person, family is not a part of my Sunday 
routine. 

My church is currently studying The Ten 
Commandments for the summer. We were 
reminded in a recent sermon that god gave us a 
day of rest and contemplation as a gift. We 
should realize how important that day off is 
because he took it a day of rest also. rest 
improves our health, our attitude, our creativity, 
and our productivity. 

—Lorinda Gray

Sunday Sunday
Observe the Sabbath day, 

to keep it holy. Work six 

days and do everything you 

need to do. But the seventh 

day is a Sabbath to god, 

your god. Don’t do any 

work—not you, nor your 

son, nor your daughter, 

nor your servant, nor your 

maid, nor your animals, 

not even the foreign guest 

visiting in your town. For 

in six days god made 

heaven, Earth, and sea, 

and everything in them; he 

rested on the seventh day. 

Therefore god blessed the 

Sabbath day; he set it apart 

as a holy day.

—Exodus 20:8-11 The Message



Summer usually comes with heat waves 
in southern California. Our goal was 

to stay cool and have fun. 

Some summer memories from a SoCal girl: 

Our home at that time had lawns with 
sprinklers which offered a respite from the 
heat. neighborhood kids would join us to 
do cartwheels and head stands through 
the rainbow-colored spray of the water. 
Tupperware® had made its debut at that 
time and Mom always had multi-colored 
juice popsicles ready for us in the freezer. 

i remember waking up some mornings 
to the sweet, heavy aroma of fresh 
strawberries, raspberries, or peaches 
cooking on the stove as Mom always 
started her jam-making process early on  
summer mornings  to avoid sweltering 
in the kitchen during the hot afternoons. 
Both doors to the kitchen would be closed 
to try and contain the heat generated 
by the process. We were on our own for 
breakfast so we always made it quick, 
usually cereal, so we could escape “the 
oven” and get outside to play. 

We all looked forward to making ice 
cream when summer rolled around. Mom 
“cooked” a mixture of sugar, flour, salt, 
cream, eggs, and vanilla and chilled it 
overnight. There were arguments from 
aunties in the family whether it was better 
to cook the mixture or not cook it. We 
liked it with eggs and knew it needed to 
be cooked. The next day, Dad would drive 
to the ice plant and pick up a large bag of 
chipped ice and rock salt. We had a patch 
of dirt at the side of the house where we 
always churned our ice cream so the salty 
melted water from the side hole wouldn’t 
do any harm. We all took turns till it 
started to “set-up and freeze,” then Dad 
would take over until he couldn’t crank 
it anymore. Sometimes we had chocolate 
sauce, but mostly we had different 
summer fruits cut up to spoon over it.

after a really sweltering day when the 
house just wouldn’t cool off, we had 
an old quilt that Mom would place out 
on our front lawn. My brother and i, 

and sometimes neighbor kids, would 
do summersaults, head stands, or play 
leapfrog while my parents sat on the 
quilt with my baby sister. We would 
sometimes lie down in the grass and 
watch for shooting stars or try to find the 
Big Dipper. i remember watching bats do 
swoops and dives against the night sky 
as they fed on the nocturnal bugs. When 
it was time to go in, i would realize i was 
“itchy” from playing in the grass. Mom 
would say it was time for a cool bath 
before going to bed.

Ecclesiastes 3:1 “There is a time for 
everything and a season for every activity 
under the heavens.”  Many of my friends 
and family from other regions of our 
beautiful country think that we don’t 
really have much of a variation of our 
seasons here in southern California, but 
through the senses and heart of a child, 
each season is very distinct. not because 
of the climate elements, but because 
of the change of activities, traditions, 
and rhythms of family life, rooted in the 
love and security of moms and dads and 
siblings. Thank you, god, for Your plan 
and purpose of marriage and family. 

Southern California Summers by Sherri Jones

Summer time, 
summer time, 

sum – sum- summer time. 



Sandstone Gardens

By Lorinda Gray

G a r d e n i n G .  d e c o r at i n G .  d i n i n G . 

a shopping destination you must experience in Joplin, Missouri



JuST uP ThE rOaD from my 
hometown, is a store that is overwhelming 
with home decor items and gardening 
statues, fountains, and fireplaces. Friend 
Teresa had visited Sandstone with me a 
few years ago and we decided to make the 
trip again.

Sandstone gardens is located on i-44, just 
west of Joplin. The building and grounds 
look more like a mansion with beautiful 
gardens rather than a 50,000 sq. ft. 
showroom.

Vikki and Max Carr first started making 
cement garden accents in 1986 in their 
garage. as the business grew, they quit 
their full-time jobs and opened a business 
in 1994. in May 2004, the Carrs opened the 
store at it’s 68-acre current location. 

Sandstone gardens continues to create the 
garden accents but also sells home decor. 
rooms full of dishes, gardening decor, 
linens, jewelry, and more are an overload 
for the senses.



Classic style 
neither goes out, 

or comes in. 
it’s timeless, 

if it’s tasteful.”
—Vicki carr, owner



Teresa and i were amazed 
at the dishes (above). They 
looked to be stoneware but 
were more like a melamine. 
The beautiful glasses were 
made of polycarbonate...

unbreakable. a family could 
enjoy the appearance of fine 

dining without worrying 
about breakage.



Sandstone’s colorful 
and beautiful bed 
linens  and pillows 
would perk up any 

bedroom. You could 
change your home 
from a house to a 

château.



Stepping into 
Sandstone‘s magnificent 

sunroom, will make 
you want to take home 
one of everything. So 

many delightful statues, 
fountains, seasonal 
decor, and plants. 

Many of the 
designs offered 
are copywritten 

but there are also 
some that are 

reproductions of 
classic works. Their 
catalog offers over 

1500 items.

Fireplace mantels can 
be ordered and will 

add a touch of class to 
any home.



The sound of running 
water in the fountains 
has a soothing effect. i 
purchased a Sandstone 

fountain about ten 
years ago and love the 
background sound it 
adds to my home. i 

have it setting next to a 
window and, when it's 
running, i can hear it 
all through the house.

LEFT: For those who love 
alice in Wonderland 
and gardening, the 

collection of statues of 
the story’s characters 

are a must have. 

BOTTOM LEFT: garden 
gnomes are perfect for 
adding a little whimsey 

to a garden.



Customers of the 
statuary can choose 
a finish of  Mocha 

antico—a patina— 
or leave the piece 

unfinished.





Local artist 
Kirk DeMarais was 

selected to paint a mural 
in downtown Siloam 

Springs, arkansas and 
he did an amazing job! 
Kirk is one of the most 

creative guys i know and 
he certainly shined on 

this project.



The Historic 
McGranahan Place

J e n n i e  &  n i c k ’ S  w e d d i n G

By Lorinda Gray

The Mcgranahan Place was first settled 
in the 1800s west of Oklahoma City. it is 

now a wedding venue extraordinaire.



i aLWaYS WanTED TO ShOOT ThaT OLD 
hOuSE anD WinDMiLL. i drove by the ramshackle 

house and windmill many times and every time i drove by i would 
tell myself that someday i wanted to photograph that scene west of 
Oklahoma City. it sits on a gentle rise on the prairie surrounded by 
240 acres of tall grass...too far off the highway for me to walk up to it. 

imagine my excitement to learn that my Cousin Carole’s daughter 
Jennie and her fiancé nick would be married on the site. 



A new 6500 square foot pine beam barn 
has recently been built next to the house 

and windmill and as of September 2014 has 
been hosting events. The barn is a replica of the 
original barn that once sat on the property and 
is already honored with a place on the national 
registry of historic Places. The working farm has 
been owned by the Mcgranahan family for over 
119 years. if you love old barns and Oklahoma 
history, you can check out more of the story at 
www.mcgranahanbarn.com.

Maree (below) is a descendent of James and Sarah 
McGranahan and manages the barn events. She was 
recently married at the barn.



Preparation for the 
wedding was going fast 
and furious but there had 
to be time taken out for 
the rehearsal! 

LEFT: The parents, 
grandparents, and wedding 
party took their places to 
practice for the big event. 

BELOW, left to right: Bouquets of 
flowers were placed on tree 
trunks that lined the aisle.

Karen and her daughter 
Gabby and friend Winslow 
took charge of flowers and 
decorating for the wedding.

Musicians Cameron and 
Jonathan.

Jennie and Nick watered a 
little tree to signify the start 
of their life together.



TOP: Guests were asked to 
sign the "Guest Log.”

righT: Sign boy Drake is 
ready for his part in the 
celebration.

Far righT: A metal tin 
at the door collected 
the greeting cards from 
guests.



LEFT: Beautiful bride Jennie 
is ready for pictures before 
the ceremony.

TOP: Jennie with 
bridesmaid, Breanna.

righT: Darling Maddie 
was one of the flower 
princesses.



TOP LEFT: Jennie poses with her 
brother Brady and her mother, 
Carole.

TOP righT: Dad Jeff couldn't resist 
sneaking in a selfie as he walked 
his daughter down the aisle.

LEFT: The groomsmen and groom 
await the bride.

righT: Sisters Emma and Allison 
are excited to see their cousin 
Jennie marry.





LEFT: Flower princesses 
Maddie and Akeeli.

righT: Communion was 
served to the guests by 
the attendants during the 
ceremony.



While the attendants 
celebrate the end of the 
ceremony with cheers, 
Jennie and Nick celebrate 
with a kiss. And, now, for 
the reception...



Instead of cake, the couple decided to feed their guests 
muffins! And trail mix. And a chocolate fountain with 
marshmallows and strawberries. The large muffin (right) will 
go in the freezer for the first anniversary celebration. Tea and 
lemonade were served in canning jars.



LEFT: Ring Boy, Aven, is 
styling his bow tie and 
suspenders.

righT: Dancers whirl and 
twirl during the reception.

Far righT: Don, Jennie's 
uncle, and his 
granddaughter Allison 
take a turn around the 
dance floor.



The evening finishes out 
with the bouquet and 
garter toss and an exit 
amidst sparklers. 

And, where did they go 
on their honeymoon? 
Florida and Disney 
World!



The NelsoN-ATkiNs 
Museum of Art

A recent visit to the Kansas City museum offered a wonderful 
day of viewing great works of art...both new and old.

 By Lorinda Gray



niece Zoë and i took a mini-vacation to the Kansas City 
Plaza area recently where we shopped and dined at The Plaza, 
visited hallmark and Crown Center, The Kemper Museum 
of Contemporary art and, of course, the nelson-atkins 
Museum of art. The museum was built with a donation 
of land and money the estate of William rockhill nelson, 
former publisher of the Kansas City Star. Mary atkins also 
bequeathed money to establish and art museum and the 
estates were combined to build one museum. The museum 
opened in 1933. We were fortunate to catch an exhibit of 
american Folk art and a photography exhibit of the american 
Soldier, as well as the permanent collection of the museum.



BELOW: The trio of paintings 
by John Jilling depicts an 
attack on Old South Church 
in Bath, Maine. The attack 
occurred during a time 
when a wave of anti-irish 
Catholic sentiment swept 
the eastern united States.

The Old South Church
Looting the Old South Church
Burning the Old South Church. 
1854.

righT: Indian tobacconist 
figure. 1875-95. 
White pine on paint. 
Made in new York. 
Tobacconist shops 
frequently used images 
of american indians to 
market tobacco. 

BOTTOM righT: a detail of  a 
Folk art painting. Some of 
the perspective was correct 
and some wasn’t!

LEFT: Friend Kristi made a 
Fraktur on the computer 
display. We were able to 
design one and email it to 
ourselves. Mine is below.



The next display was all about the 
cooking process.

below left: The pictograms were 
developed by  graphic designer 
Marta Mendez blaya in 2001 
as visual representations of the 
product categories: water, Gases, 
fish offal, Seawood, Vegetables, 
fruits and berries, Dried Pulses, 
Seeds, Shoots and Sprouts, 
furred Game, Meat, butter, and 
other fats, Cheese, Milk and 
other Dairy Products, Dried and 
Candied fruits, freeze-dried and 
Dehydrated Products.

far riGht: The Map of the Culinary 
Process 

below MiDDle: Plasticine Food 
Models for measuring.



This photography exhibit 
contained images of men 
and women who have served 
in the military. i wish i had 
taken more of the modern 
photos but i was caught up 
mostly in the earlier wars. 
Especially fascinating was 
finding the photograph 
below of my great-great- 
uncle William T. Sherman 
and his son. Photo by John 
Carbutt in 1865.

LEFT: Abolitionist John Brown 
by augustus Washington. 
1846.

TOP righT: 21,000 men 
came together to create 
a profile of President 
Woodrow Wilson in 1918 
in Chillicothe, Ohio

Far righT: Captain Harry 
Love and California 
Rangers. 1953

Pool at Uday's Palace by 
Richard Mosse, 2009. Iraq.



LEFT: 
Photo-multigraph portrait 
of Enos P. Baker by Blessing 
& Co. 1897.

righT: 
Museum Guard by Duane 
hanson. 1975. 

Far righT: 
Zoë enjoyed building struc-
tures in the architectural 
education area.

Far LEFT MiDDLE: Starboat by 
Wayne Thiebaud. 1966.

Far LEFT: Portrait of Marion 
Bloch by andy Warhol. 
1975.

LEFT: The museum restaurant 
makes you feel as if you are 
on an italian piazza.

LEFT: Still Life with Brushes, 
Shell and Star Fish by roy 
Lichtenstein. 1972.



LEFT: Figure Group 1740-50.

BOTTOM LEFT: Portrait of 
Marion Bloch by andy 
Warhol. 1975.

BELOW: Saint Barbara by 
germain Pilon. 1580-85

righT: Bear Jug, 1760. 

Far righT: St. John the Baptist 
by Tiziano Minio. 1535.

MiDDLE righT: The Apostles 
Paul, Andrew, and James. 
1150-70.



TOP: relief of Ka-aper 
and Tjenetet. Saqqara. 
2494-2487 BC. Painted 
limestone.

righT: Ushebtis of Meret-it-
es. Egypt. 380-250 BC.

BELOW righT: Meret-it-es was 
buried with 305 ushebtis 
(responders).

Far TOP righT: Metjetji with 
His Daughter and Son. 
2375-2345 BC. Limestone 
with paint.

Far righT: Model Boat, 1855-
1795 BC. Egypt. Carved 
and painted wood.



LEFT: Atalanta and Meleager 
with the Calydonian Boar by 
Francesco Mosca. 1564-1565.

BOTTOM LEFT: Portrait of the 
Sculptor Paul Lemoyne by 
Jean-auguste-Dominique 
ingres. 1812. i call him “Mr. 
Darcy.”

BOTTOM MiDDLE: Portrait 
of Joachim Le Breton by 
adelaide Labille-guiard. 
1795. i call him “Peregrin 
’Pippin‘ Took.”

BELOW: Portrait of a Young Man 
by rembrandt. 1666.

TOP righT: a detail from Road 
in the Woods by Meindert 
hobbema. 1670s.

Far TOP righT: Detail from a 
clock by Jacques-François 
Baudin. 1810. Copper alloy 
with mercury gilding.

righT: Portrait of Madame 
Freret Dericour by Joseph-
Siffred Duplessis. 1769.



The South Lawn of the 
museum is currently hosting 
Philip haas’ The Four Seasons 
through October. The four 
15-foot tall busts are a 
representation of giuseppe 
arcimboldo’s portrait series 
painted in 1563 (right). The 
sculptures also represent the 
aging process from youth to 
old age.

SPring SuMMEr auTuMn WinTEr



The grounds of the 
museum are lovely and 
park-like.

LEFT: The Thinker by 
rodin is in front of the 
museum. 1880-81.

righT: Several large lawn 
darts decorate the front 
lawn.



I love reading Beverly Lewis’ books about Amish 
life. She has published many of the recipes that 
are common to the Amish community. Here’s one 
I found and it was so easy to make. 

pineapple cookies
½ cup shortening (i used a stick of butter)
½ cup brown sugar
½ cup sugar
1 egg
2 cups sifted flour
1 teaspoon baking powder
½ teaspoon salt
1 cup crushed pineapple
½ cup chopped walnuts

Cream shortening/butter and sugars. Add egg; 
beat thoroughly. Sift together dry ingredients; 
add to creamed mixture alternately with 
pineapple. Stir in nuts. Drop by teaspoonfuls 
on a greased cookie sheet or on parchment 
baking paper.

Bake at 350˚ for 15-18 minutes. Makes about 
3½ dozen cookies.

The cookies were tasty plain but I decided 
to add a little icing. I mixed together 
confectioner’s sugar, water, and vanilla until 
a good consistency and spread on the cookies. 
Then, I sprinkled with cocoanut. There are lots 
of possibilities for making the cookies a little 
more “fancy.”

Recipes



This holiday treat is SO FAST and EASY. You 
can adapt this recipe to just about any holiday 
just by using different kinds of Oreo cookies and 
decorative sprinkles. 

red white and Blue Bark
1 pound Vanilla Candy Coating

1 Tablespoon vegetable oil

1 Tablespoon butter, melted

7-8 Summer (blue) Oreos crushed

7-8 Strawberry Creme Oreos crushed

red white and blue sprinkles

Put your cubes of vanilla candy coating in a 
pot and melt on low heat. Stir the entire time 
until it is all melted. (I melted the candy in the 
microwave. Read directions on the package.)

Add oil and butter to your chocolate and stir 
well. Add in ⅔ of crushed Oreos and mix well.

Pour onto your cookie sheet with foil. Spread 
to the thickness you want it. Sprinkle reserve 
Oreos and sprinkles on top.

Refrigerate for half hour. Enjoy!


